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Philadelphia Honors MLK Jr. With Day Of Service

Philadelphians honored the legacy of Dr. Mattirther King Jr. with a huge day of
service Monday.

PHILADELPHIA (CBS 3 ) - Philadelphians honored the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. with a day of service Monday.

Volunteers gathered at Girard College to start the 'Greater Philadelphia King Day Of
Service' and the Red Cross was there to remind people that Haiti needs their services too.

Tom Foley, head of the American Red Cross, kicked off the day of service by urging
people to donate to Haiti relief via text message.

"I really couldn't imagine &ving a King Day of service without embracing his legacy of
reaching out to the most vulnerable," said Todd Bernstein, event founder.

Volunteers came out in record numbers this year to pack clothes, prepare food and paint
murals across the city.

"To seeall of the other organizations and other people wanting to volunteer to be
involved in the pantry makes it that much more exciting," said Karen Thompson with the
Salvation Army.

The King Day of Service began in 1996 with 1,000 volunteers, but this wsaseha
national record with 70,000 volunteers



Volunteer for your community on
MLK Day

January 17, 2010

January 17, 2010 (WPVI)-- On Monday, the nation will remember slain civil rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior.

The federal holiday was proclaimed for King in 1983. Now, the day is set aside for
service projects all across the nation.

Here in Philadelphia, the 15th Annual Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther King
Day of Service is expected to break another record.

If you haven't signed up to join, can you still do so by visiting
http://www.mlkdayofservice.org/volunteerlog.aspx

(Copyright ©2010 WPVI-TV/DT. All Rights Reserved.)
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a day to celebrate the birthday of a marpeacefully led
the civil rightsmovements and who successfully protested racial discrimination in federal
and state law.

Now you can share the dream by giving back on the federal holiday, which is also a day
of service.

Interested in helping the homeles®l breast cancer survivors? Get to Martin Luther
King Jr. High School at 6100 Stenton Ave. by 8 a.m. Monday.

OARC, the nonprofit community development corporation in northwiestladelphiais
spearheading the effort with these activities:

Project CPR- Get certified in cardigpulmonary resuscitation
Project Linus- Assemble Hygiene kits for the homeless
Project Plenty- Prepare sandwiches for those in need
Project Comfat — Make pillows for breast cancer survivors



In addition, volunteers will travel to nearby locations for twesit service projects to
clean up and beautify a school and playground:

« Project Hope- Help beautify Hope Charter School
« Project Simons- Help clean up at the recreation center

The GE volunteers, meanwhile, will offer three different service activities from 9 a.m. to
noon to commemorate Dr. King. Wmteers-- who will get a pizza lunch should meet

at the Sodexho Cafeteria at 4636 Somerton Rd., at the Trevose Campus, at 8:45 a.m., for
these events:

« Option 1
The YWCA ofBucks Countyis in need of a paint touch up and carpet cleaning at
their facility on Trevose Road.

« Option 2
Volunteers are requested to cook food for Manna on Main Street in Lansdale.
Preparation and cooking will take place in the GE Water cafeiéolanteers
will make casseroles, soups, and other dishes, then transport those meals to the
Lansdale locationManna on Main St. provides a soup kitchen, cupboard, and
other programs that help to feed those in need.

« Option 3
Volunteers are requestedlemd a hand to Project Linus. Project Linus provides
handmade, no sew blankets to children at local hospitals. Families are welcome to
participate.

Finally, current students and alumni of Whélliams Scholars are partnering wigtits
Sphere, Incto paint murals and engage in community improvement projeEtsrdabwn
Recreation Cder from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday.

Community volunteers are also participating in the event, which takesgpltdee
Fishtown Recreation Center at 1201 E. Montgomdery.

First Published: Jan 17, 2010 10:50 AM EST

Find this article at:
http://www.nbghiladelphia.com/arountbwn/events/Thre&Vaysto-SpendMartin-
LutherKing-Jr-Day-81922502.html



Thousands Honor MLK
With Day Of Service

January 18, 2010

PHILADELPHIA - Thousands of volunteers used this Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Servie to help those in need in our region.

Fox 29's Kerry Barrett spent the morning at Girard College as 3,000 people from every
walk of life joined
67,000 others around
the Philadelphia area
to combine for the
largest King day of
service in the entire
countr.

6-ABC- News

http://abclocal.go.co
m/wpvi/video?id=72
25050




Volunteers Malcolm Kenyatta and Kylie Patterson assemble home weatherization kits
during the Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of Service, at Girard College
in Philadelphia, Monday, Jan. 18, 2010. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

Tyrone Austin marches along with others to take part in the Greater Philadelphia Martin
Luther King Day of Service, at Girard College in Philadelphia, Monday, Jan. 18, 2010. (AP
Photo/Matt Rourke
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Service Day volunteers paint
West Philadelphia school

By David O'Reilly
Inquirer Staff Writer

Plastic shes lined the stairwells and the sweet smell of fresh paint filled the halls of the
T.M. Peirce Elementary School in West Philadelphia yesterday as dozens of volunteers
among an estimated 70,000 in the regigmned in the 15th annual Greater Philadeph
Martin Luther King Day of Service.

"A friend asked me to come and | said, 'Sure, why not?' " said Jared Barchus, a
University of Pennsylvania sophomore, who was mopping up paint spills from the
school's polished stone floors. "l love kids. | love hejpoat.”

The effort at Peirce was one of about 1,100 service projects in Philadelphia, the four
Pennsylvania suburban counties, South Jersey, and Delaararacrease of about 200



over last year, according to Todd Bernstein, founder and director ofrigeDiay of
Service.

The campus of Girard College in North Philadelphia served as the center of the day's
activities, drawing dignitaries including Mayor Nutter, Police Commissioner Charles H.
Ramsey, Fire Commissioner Lloyd Ayers, and former Sen. HarrffoYilo

Gov. Rendell and his wife, Judge Marjorie O. Rendell, canceled their appearances hours
before they were scheduled to speak at Girard because they were flying to Haiti,
Bernstein said. They were planning to return with children from a damaged ayphana

"I couldn't think of a nicer excuse for them not to be here," Bernstein said.

Concern for earthquake victims inspired one of the group activities at Girard. Tom Foley,
president of the American Red Cross of Southeastern Pennsylvania, showed more than
1,000 people gathered in the school's gymnasium how to use their cell phones to donate
$10 to the Red Cross' relief efforts.

Regional participation in the day's events was up by about 5,000 over last year, according
to Bernstein.

At Peirce Elementary, schbaofficials have reason to believe the spirit of volunteerism
will continue long after the neywaint smell fades.

In December the Philadelphia chapter of the national, predominantly African American
fraternity Omega Psi Phi approved a tyear, $150,000 comitment to "adopt" Peirce.

Members of the Mu Omega chaptevho led yesterday's paintindnave pledged to
mentor the older boys at the school, as well as provide scholarships, organize career days,
and raise money to improve the school building.

"Studies have shown that fourth grade is a turning point for African American males,"
Peirce principal Terrel Parris, an Omega Psi Phi member, explained yesterday. "It's when
they start pointing in the right direction or the wrong direction."

This is the 178memler chapter's first "adoption,” said Jason DeMarco, Mu Omega's vice
president.

Wearing purple shirts bearing the fraternity's logo, DeMarco and Parris were among 35
Mu Omega chapter members working at Peirce.

About 20 volunteers from the managemeansuting firm Accenture Inc. also helped
paint yesterday, along with 10 Peirce students and 10 women from the sorority Delta
Sigma Theta.
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A King Day message of aid
and Interfaith tolerance

By Kristin E. Holmes
Inquirer Staff Writer

Teens filed into St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Ardmore yesterday carrying pans of
spaghetti, meat loaf, and chili in a culinary tribute to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The students had baked, boiled, and sauteed. @tmmemoration of the civiights
leader was the gift of nutrition to people who might otherwise go hungry for a home

cooked meal.

"Martin Luther King Day is all about service and just helping,” said Talia Baurer, 16, of
Wynnewood, "and that this is artenfaith group doing it together is a message of
tolerance."”



The group of 23 Christian, Jewish, and Muslim teenagers packaged 183 meals yesterday
for Aid For Friends, a nonprofit organization that delivers meals to the frail elderly and
homebound.

But comnunity service wasn't the only Kingriented aim of the day. Interreligious
understanding was also a goal.

The teens are part of Walking the Walk, a Philadelplhsed program designed to foster
interfaith understanding. The initiative, begun in the fa@®5, is a project of the
Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia, a figarold nonprofit whose mission is to
enhance the awareness of diversity.

Yesterday's service project was one in a melahg program involving 86 teens who

meet 13 times durinthe school year. Youth from 23 congregations who are Christians,
Muslims, Jews, and Baha'i gather at congregations throughout the region to learn about
one another through service and dialogue.

"It takes Martin Luther King Day and makes it into a-fgglr commitment,” said Margie
Scharf, project director of Walking the Walk.

The group at St. Mary's was the West Philadelphia "network™ of the program. Walking
the Walk participants are divided into five groups that meet at congregations across the
region.

The other four networks met yesterday in Spring House, North Philadelphia, Havertown,
and the Wynnefield section of Philadelphia for projects including making blankets for a
homeless shelter and senior center.

"You are the ones who will help us live into i§la vision," said Pastor Tim Emmett
Rardin, the West Philadelphia group leader and a Drexel University chaplain.

The West Philadelphia group includes students from St. Mary's, Beth Am Israel

Synagogue in Penn Valley, 59th Street Baptist Church in SoutRi#atelphia, and
Quba Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies and Masjid, and White Rock Baptist
Church, both in West Philadelphia.

After packing the food yesterday, the students participated in several comivuifdigg
exercises, including designingraulti-faith school.

"I've learned that the kids from different religions and races have more in common than
they think they do," said Baseerah Watson, 15, a Muslim who attends Quba Institute.

"Before, we all sat with people from the same congregation. Meveit and talk with

other people we've met. | think Martin Luther King would appreciate that."

Contact staff writer Kristin E. Holmes at 610-313-8211 or
kholmes@ phillynews.com.
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Community service plays
prominent role at Doane
Academy

By JamesOsborne
Inquirer Staff Writer

Community service wasn't always high on Ryan Dronson's list of priorities. But since he
enrolled at the college preparatory Doane Academy in Burlington City, his outlook has
changed.

"It's a small school, you know everyord a lot of people are involved," said the 17
yearold junior from Haddonfield, who spent the Martin Luther King holiday playing
basketball with foster children in the school's gymnasium.

Around the region yesterday, volunteers honored the laterigjtits leader by
participating in a variety of projects. But at Doane Academy, ay&@Bold school with
sweeping views of the Delaware River, community service plays a prominent role in
school life.

"While it's not required, around 75 percent of our studeat8cipate in a significant

service project in the course of the school year," said John McGee, headmaster at Doane,
which has students from prekindergarten through high school and graduates about 20 a
year. "Over the last seven or eight years, we'igesha little bit to where character and
leadership are considered just as important as academics.”

Martin Luther King Day has become the most important date on Doane's community
service calendar.

"| feel especially obligated today," said Tyrees Smith,aljgnior. "Helping out like this,
you feel a certain sense of accomplishment. You feel you've served your community and
God."

After an inspirational talk by the pastor of Burlington's Restoration Station Christian
Fellowship, students spread across thentp In Burlington City, they raked leaves at

John F. Kennedy Park and visited seniors at the Masonic Home in Burlington City. They
cleaned up a historic cemetery in Burlington Township and they played and ate lunch
with foster children at the school.



"This is really great of them. We don't really get invited to places like this very often,"
said Gwen Cantwell, a social worker with Families Living in Extreme Stress, a New
Jersey nonprofit that works with foster children. The group brought about 30 kids to
Doane, which though not explicitly churelffiliated is a member of the National
Association of Episcopal Schools.

Administrators at Doane, where the high school tuition is about $15,000 a year, began the
campaign to get students involved in community iserafter observing a rise of poverty
and related social problems in the area, McGee said.

"The need has changed significantly in my lifetime," he said. "It's not as easy as just
having your nice little house in the suburbs anymore. You're going to haweesb in
your community."

Volunteerism extends into the lower grades, to children who may have little
understanding of life in innegity Burlington City or Camden but who have made
community service a popular aftechool activity.

Leah Simpson, 11, ax¢h grader, is a competitive snowboarder who works with the
mentally disabled through her church, Fellowship Alliance Chapel in Medford. After
asking a teacher about volunteering with the Special Olympics, Simpson enthusiastically
showed a foster child aund the school yesterday.

"l love kids, | guess,” she said. "Sometimes, | feel really bad" for the foster children. "I
hope they get adopted and get good parents."

That level of commitment is unusual for a student Simpson's age, said Mary Ann
Broboski, aeacher at the school. Compared to what she saw as a high school student and
later as a teacher in Philadelphia, the participation in community service at Doane seems
"almost too good to be true," Broboski said.

"But we're such a small school, why wouldréu want to join in? It's what the kids are
talking about when they come to class on Monday," she said.
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Local day of service, areye to the
world

By VALERIE RUSS
russv@phillynews.cor@15-854-5987

The first time Mable E. Welborn and her daughter attended a Martin Luther King Jr.
event was the 1963 March on Washingt@and Desiree Wayne was not quite 2 months
old.

"My daughter was born in July and on Aug. 28, | took her with me to the march," said
Welborn, now chair of the board of the Leon H. Sullivan Charitable Trust Foundation.

Mother and daughter were again together yesterday, this time at Girard College in North
Philadelphia for the 15th Annual Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of
Service. They went dodo-door giving energaefficient light bulbs to city residents.

But Wayne, 46, wasn't supposed to be in the city yesterday.

Wayne, an attorney, is executive director of the Lamp for Haiti, a nonprofit Philadelphia
based organization that has provided medical aid and hugtas legal services in Haiti
since 2006.

Waynewas supposed to travel to Haiti on Sunday, but the flight she'd booked in
November wasn't able to fly into the country whose capital;&efrince, was
devastated by an earthquake Jan. 12.

"We serve the poorest of the poor in Haiti, where people aldiddit have enough food
to eat before this earthquake hit,” an emotional Wayne said.



Of the 70,000 people participating in Day of Service events around the city yesterday,
3,000 were at Girard College, where George Guy, principal of the A. Russell Knight
Elementary School in Cherry Hill, his wife, Inna Rae Guy, and their sons, B.G., age 10,
and Joshua, "almost 8," volunteered.

The family packed new pajamas and books into kits to be donated here to children at
Salvation Army shelters for the homeless ordeople temporarily homeless due to fires.

"At first, | didn't really want to come, but | suppose what I'm doing to help people is
important,” said B.G., a fiftlgrader.

Volunteers packed boxes for the Million Books Project, which donates books to schools
in Sierra Leone and to schools in the Philadelphia region, said founder Carol Bangura.

Bangura was born in Sierra Leone and came to the United States with her family when

she was 6 years old.

Other volunteers made chalkboards for-daye centers or taughbme people how to
recycle old Tshirts into tote bags instead of using plastic bags for grocery shopping.

Across town, the Rev. Audrey Bronson, president of the Black Clergy of Philadelphia
and Vicinity, gave the sermon at the Philadelphia NAACP eventianph Baptist
Church, Germantown and Hunting Park avenues.

And nearly 600 people attended the annual luncheon of the Philadelphia Martin Luther
King Jr. Association for Nonviolence at the Sheraton Philadelphia City Center Hotel.

One young man , SerignalE 15, attends a cyber charter school and works as a
legislative aide to state Rep. Kenyatta Johnson.

Fall said he became interested in politics at age 13 when he volunteered for President
Obama's campaign.

"I was inspired by thesen. Obama when it cartethe call of service in finding the
common purpose all Americans hold," the teen said. He also credited Johnson, "my
mentor," and the late state Sen. Hardy Williams, "a powerful inspirational” force, as
influences.

Joye Nottage, executive director oétKing Association, said the organization mentors
about 300 young people a year, in a program to encourage them to attend college. It also
started a new yeaound "Educational Ambassadors for Nonviolence" to help teens "live
the nonviolent principles" dfing.

"A lot of people think all the King Association does every year is have a luncheon,”
Nottage said. "But this is our main fundraiser for all of the programs we run for children
and teens every day of the year."

Find this article at:
http://www.phily.com/philly/hp/news_update/20100119 Local_day_of service__an_eye
_to_the_world.html
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Service Is easy...try long
your enemies

By Ronnie Polaneczky
Philadelphia Daily News

| CALLED VALRITA GORDON yesterday, because it was Martin Luther King Day. |
wanted to ask her how we might learn to love our enemies, the way the slain civil rights
leader had urged the country to do.

And the way Valrita has been doing since the randondenwf her 18/earold son,
Army National Guard Pfc. TJ Davis, in 2008 in West Philly, just after he'd finished basic
training.

| figured this would be a somber discussion. To gird myself beforehand wiidee!
love, | attended the kickoff of the 2010aktin Luther King Day of Service at Girard
College.



There, a happy roar practically pushed the roof off the grand armory as thousands of
volunteers converged to answer, with action, what King once described as life's persistent
and most urgent question: N&t are you doing for others?"

The armory's main floor was cordoned into work stations where volunteers could sort
canned goods with the Salvation Army, package MANNA breakfasts for delivery, build
neighborhood picnic tables alongside kids from Germanteénands or lend muscle to
over 175 other projects and workshops around the historic school campus.

It's thrilling how this event, in the 15 years since its founding, has mushroomed into a
national movement. In the Philly region alone, 70,000 took parngkst in over 1,100
service projects that's up from 65,000 volunteers and 900 projects last year.

Only viruses grow faster.

Then again, whavouldn'twant to join this feegood party? It's not only noble to, say,
spruce up a shabby public playground. di'so a blast, especially when done alongside
chipper volunteers (and maybe get fed pizza while you're at it).

Public response to the Day of Service has been so enthusiastic, event founder Todd
Bernstein is expanding it into a ye@aund civicengagemenprogram called MLK365.

| hope to participate. But I'd also like to figure out how to honor a tougher aspect of
King's legacy: his call to love our enemies, no matter what they do to us.

It was on Nov. 17, 1957, that King stirred the congregation at DAxtTue Baptist
Church in Montgomery, Ala., by saying, unequivocally, that it was our "privilege and
obligation" to love those who'd seek to do us harm.

Said King, "To our most bitter opponents we say: 'We shall match your capacity to inflict
suffering by air capacity to endure suffering . . . Throw us in jail, and we shall still love
you. Send your hooded perpetrators of violence into our community at the midnight hour
and beat us and leave us half dead, and we shall still love you . . . "

Because one dale continued, "We shall win freedom, but not only for ourselves. We
shall so appeal to your heart and conscience that we shall win you in the process, and our
victory will be a double victory."

Even now, the magnitude and na&apossibility of what he askietakes my breath away.

No wonder I've always preferred to honor King's legacy by sprucing up a playground or
classroom for a grateful neighborhood. It's a nice thing to do, and no one gets hurt.

Except that King's life wasn't only about service, notedjo@l friend, former U.S. Sen.
Harris Wofford, at Girard College yesterday.

"He called for something more," said Wofford, aaaghor of the legislation that created
the Day of Service in 1994. "That was just one aspect of who he was. We need to honor
thefull body of his work."

On a whim, | suggested to Wofford that we institute a Martin Luther King "Love Your
Enemies Day," in addition to the Day of Service.



But we were both puzzled by how such a day would play out. Would there be
workshops? The chancedo secret favors for those who'd wronged us?

Pondering the possibilities reminded me of the advice a wise minister once shared with
me, "Pray for those you resent. Ask God to give them everything you want for yourself"
a loving family, financial securifya good jok "and you'll find they no longer hold

power over you. You might even find that you love them."

Which brings me to Valrita Gordon, whom | met last summer as her son's accused killer,
Antionne Russell, 16, awaited a gral conference.

She tdd me how she prays daily for Antionne and his family because, if her TJ had done
what Antionne had done, "I'd hope people would pray for us, too."

Yesterday, we spoke about how weirdly intoxicating it can be to know, unequivocally,
that you have been wrgad deeply. And when you have been wronged as surely as
Valrita has been, who would argue with your right to hate your perpetrator?

Except Valrita doesniwantto hate the boy who killed her boy.

It would diminish her, she told me yesterday. It would Keepfrom feeling God's love

for all his children- including His love for her. And that would only strengthen the forces
that ended her son's life in the first place.

"Holding onto our own hatred is only human," she said. "Some days are harder for me
thanothers," especially as she counts down the days until the start of Antionne's murder
trial in May.

But on those days when she's able to replace the hatred with love, she transcends the
pettiness of the human condition.

She enters a place of grace.

Which iswhat King hoped for us all along.

E-mail polaner@phillynews.corar call 215854-2217. For recent columns:
http://go.philly.com/polaneczkyRead Ronnie's blog http://go.philly.com/ronnieblog
Find this article at:

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20100119 Ronnie_Polaneczky _Service is_easy
__try_loving_your_enemies.html
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Thinking Haiti, but
working here

Brian X. McCrone

“It's inconceivable that we would celebrate Dr. King’'s legacy of
reaching out to the most vulnerable and not focus on devastation left in Haiti,” said lead
organizer Todd Bernstein.

The 3,000 volunteers taking part in the region's signature evé&iaatl College will be
urged at the opening ceremony to donate $10 through text messages.

“I've gotten calls where people are asking what to give and the thing they must give is
money,” Bernstein said. “Experts on the ground in Haiti need money to parcha
necessary equipment.”

Millions of dollars have poured in to large charities since an earthquake knocked Haiti to
the ground last Tuesday, but those aid groups are still grappling with the problem of
turning the money into relief on the streets of forPrince.

Increasing violence in the streets among the starving and thirsty who didn’t perish have
combined with blocked roads and crippled ports to make the logistics of a relief effort
stifling.

“We have planes loaded with supplies and ready to lantdjue to damage and
overcrowding at the oreinway airport in Porau-Prince, many flights have been
diverted,” the Red Cross said in amail this weekend. “While the airport is operational
for humanitarian flights, there is a huge backlog.
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Better to give

Martin Luther King Day was a time for many to
extend a helping hand in improving communities.



By Lorraine Gennaro

Students from the Youth Build Charter School painted doors and classrooms at Dixon LAaatdaqy,
2201 Moore St., for Martin Luther King Day.

After pouring blue and yellow paint into aluminum trays, seven Youth Build Charter School students
armed with rollers and brushes began freshening up doors and classrooms Monday morning at Dixon
Learnirg Academy, 2201 Moore St., as part of the 15th Annual Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther King
Day of Service.

For this group of five girls and two boys, painting was a piece of cake having done it many times before
and they have performed far more diffictasks, like drywalling, since their curriculum at the Broadd
Girard-streets institution requires 675 hours of community service a year.

“This is actually a small thing for us,” 2Bearold Andrea Dingle from Seventh Street and Snyder Avenue
said as br 18yearold brother Hassan painted a nearby wall.

Cartier Simmons, 19, from the same area as the Dingles, along with Brittany Fowler, 19, from the Lehigh
section; Imin Jones, 18, from the Northeast; Shanaya Bell, 19, from the Northeast; and Jarveddl Chris

18, from North Philly, rounded out the volunteers who spruced up the Point Breeze based day care and
afterschool program complex.

The group is part of more than 200 Youth Build students ages 18 to 21 who are former dropouts that are
now putting theilives back together and getting their high school diplomas. Several instructors, including
Nina Ball, were on hand at Dixon to lend a painting hand.

“This is a very motivated group. Doing community service builds character apesgedim and gives back
to the community. [Youth Build] believe in community service,” Ball said.

Dixon Learning Academy, which is under the Diversified Community Services umbrella, welcomed the
new look. About 128 kids attend the agevéeksthroughsixth-grade day care and n8a60 partake in
afterschool programs. Twentyix full- and partime staffers are employed by the center.

“I think it's great,” Dixon Program Director Delores Mills said as she watched the Youth Build students at
work. “We are in the process of aecredtation and a fresh coat of paint makes everything look nice. We
believe it's a nice looking center and we take pride in that.”

For Bell and Andrea Dingle, doing work at a facility attended by children and youths was especially
meaningful.

“I have a dauglar and this is a day care, so | would want somebody to do something nice for my
daughter’s day care. We need to be a good role model to our children. We need to motivate them to help
bring about change. The more we come together as a community, it nglluzitogether and stop all the
killing,” Bell said.

Added Andrea Dingle, “I feel good because | feel like I'm giving back to my neighborhood,” adding her 5
yearold cousin Taja Wilkinson attends the day care whose walls and doors Dingle and the otiteds pai

Jones’ philosophy about performing service on the late Dr. King's day is simple: “I think we're making a
difference. Each one, teach one,” he said.

More than 70,000volunteers and hundreds of projects were planned around the city Monday in
observancef Martin Luther King Day.

“What started 15 years ago as a project has become a growing nationwide movement of celebrating Dr.
King's legacy by uniting people of all backgrounds and ages and turning pressing community concerns into
ongoing citizen actiofi,Todd Bernstein, president of Global Citizen and director and founder of the

Greater Philadelphia King Day of Service, said in a press release.



In 1994, therPresident Bill Clinton signed a law making Jan. 18 a national holiday. About a dozen projects
took place in South Philly. Other initiatives included AfrieAmerican and Asian students at South
Philadelphia High participating in a series of workshops to promote racial harmony and healing in the
aftermath of recent violence at the school; the Cambaodssanciation of Greater Philadelphia engaging in

a community cleanup effort in the neighborhood where it's located, Seventh and Porter streets; and Sunrise
of Philadelphia Inc. cleaning up of teachers’ desks, handrails and glass at Bok Technical S&GioBs,

Ninth St.

Over at the JCCs Stiffel Senior Center, 604 Porter, volunteers cleaned two food pantries, washed
windowsills on the second floor, cleaned keyboards and monitors in the computer lab, spruced up the
center’s thrift store and served lunchmi@mbers. Eight of the volunteers were from Congregation Rodeph
Shalom, 615 N. Broad St., while one was Stiffel member Rachel Garber, 66, from Sixth and Ritner streets.

“Volunteerism is a very important part of Judaism. We are commanded and expect@datodhek’'re
supposed to be grateful for the opportunity to perform a mitzvah,” Garber said.

Some of the Stiffel volunteers were multigenerational families, like&old Addison Schwarz, his
brother Nathaniel, 14, and their mother, Nora.

Find this articé at:
http://www.southphillyreview.com/news/features/Betiegive-82208082.html
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Empty bowls full of dreams
for Widener students, prez

Tuesday, January 19, 2010

By AMY BRISSON
abrisson@delcotimes.com

CHESTER— It's a dirty job, but volunteers at Widener University were happo it.
More than 150 participants came out on Martin Luther King Jr. Day to get their hands
covered in clay and create handmade bowls to benefit relief efforts in Haiti.

“This is quite a new experience for me,” said Widener junior Alison Whartertiey shie
coaxed her slab of clay out of a mold and began decorating it. “But it's going towards
Haiti and that’s really important, especially now. | wanted to do something to help.”

Widener partnered with the Community Arts Center, based in the Wallinggotwn of
Nether Providence, to make and sell handmade bowls for the Empty Bowls Project, an
international effort to end hunger.

Community Arts Center instructors showed volunteers of every age how to roll out and
shape bowls out of clay, and even gdeenonstrations on an electric potter’'s wheel.

The bowls will be glazed and fired at the center, then brought back to Widener for a
luncheon and sale on Feb. 18. The bew§illed with hot soup donated by Aramark
Food Services— will be sold for a $10 dation toward a tde-determined Haiti relief
organization.

“If Martin Luther King were alive today, he’'d be focusing his attention on those in need
and the issue of hunger,” said Widener President James T. Harris Ill, who also came to
try his hand at makig bowls. “It's inspiring to see my students, faculty and colleagues
come out for a project that will directly address the issue of poverty.”

But the project had other benefits. Organizers said it was about bringing people from
across the community togeth to get out of their comfort zones and create a little art.

“It gives a lot of people, who might not be familiar with clay, a time to create,” said Bob
Deane, a teacher at the Community Arts Center. “Everybody is an equal here. Almost
nobody who has Jaonteered today has done clay before, so your age or your profession,
that’s all moot.”

The Empty Bowls Project will be followed up by Widener’s annual celebration of King's



life tonight, hosted by the Black Student Union. The event will include perfeesdy
the Widener and Chester High School gospel choirs, the PRAISE dance group and a
variety of spoken word and dance performances.

The commemorative service will be held at 7 tonight, at the Widener University Alumni
Auditorium, East 14th Street, Chest

The bowls will be available for sale at a luncheon held from +Zopm. Feb. 18, at
Widener’'s Lathem Hall, 13th and Potter streets, Chester.

URL:
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2010/01/19/news/doc4b55305ede077430685421.p
rt
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Philadelphia freedom fighters
offer lesson in civil rights to
George School students

By: Matt Stanley
Burlington County Times

Students from George School in Newtown listen to a presentation by Mel Dorn, a
member of the Cecil B. Mwe Philadelphia Freedom Fighters, about the fight to integrate
Girard College and working for civil rights during Martin Luther King Day of Service
events at Girard College in Philadelphia Monday.
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Kendall Griffis, 11, a student at A. Russell Knight Elementary School in Cherry
Hill, creates a placemat for the Cathedral Kitchen in Camden to honor Dr. Martin
Luther King. (AL SCHELL/Courier -Post)

By BARBARA S. ROTHSCHILD « CouriePost Staff More than four decades after

Dr. Martin Luther King was assassinated, the content of character and the concept of
service to others have become imbedded in the curriculum of most public, private and
parochial schools.

In South Jersey, schools have been busy sathicelearning projects leading up to the

day that marks the peace activist's 81st birthday this year. Although the national holiday
means that most schools are closed today, a number of high schools are staying open for
service projects and observaton

Cherry Hill High School West has a full day of activities planned for students, staff and
parents, including painting the locker rooms and making sandwiches that will be
delivered to Camden's Cathedral Kitchen shelter. This afternoon, the schoctmsngcre
King's "l Have a Dream" speech.

At Cherry Hill's A. Russell Knight Elementary School, fifjhaders participated in the
annual MLK Philadelphia Mural Arts project for the second year. They presented their
mural at Girard College earlier this month.

Last week, student council representatives in grades four and five at Knight began
drafting ideas and decorating sample placemats based on the theme of King's Bill of
Rights for the Disadvantaged, stemming from a speech the civil rights leader gave at
Girard College in 1965. The student council members will present their samples to
classes this week and guide them in developing their own placemat designs. In all, 400



placemats will be created and delivered to Camden's Cathedral Kitchen so that those at
the delter can be inspired while they eat.

"We talked about judging others, and the rights that people have. We want to teach our
students the same way Martin Luther King did," #flade teacher and student council
adviser Crystal Atkinson said.

Knight Pringpal George Guy ordered MLK National Day of Servieehirts for all his
students to wear proudly. Said figmade student council member Sean Williams, 11,
"Martin Luther King poured his heart out into his job trying to get peace for everyone.
The messagyis that if you put your mind to it, you can do anything."

Educators point out that while Martin Luther King Day provides special opportunities to
develop character and community service projects, children are exposed to the concepts
during the whole sclod year.

But that doesn't take away from this special time as communities band together for a
common end. In Haddonfield, students are expected among residents who will gather in
front of Borough Hall this evening for a procession to Mount Pisgah A.M.&.cGh

The winners of a Martin Luther King essay and poetry contest held at Haddonfield
Memorial High School and Haddonfield Middle School will read their works honoring
King's legacy of racial and civic harmony during the program that follows at the church

Mount Laurel schools are closed today, but their MLK activities are ongoing.

Kindergarten students at Mount Laurel's Larchmont Elementary are reading African folk
tales and making booklets about Africa, while-prst-graders created their own "dream
mobiles" depicting family, world and school. As grade levels increase, so do the activities
-- seconegraders are creating Venn diagrams comparing themselves to King and fourth
graders are holding class discussions and reading and reporting on influentat Af
Americans. As a schoolwide activity, Larchmont classes are creating wishes for peace
and displaying them on candles.

In Woodbury, the juniesenior high school is staying open today for a day of service
themed "Keep Love Present." It begins with kfast and inspiration from a local

singing group, Gospel Messengers of South Jersey, before students get started on service
projects.

In Washington Township on Friday, local actor Kevin Jackson gave a Power Point
presentation on King's life and influencethe eightikgraders at Chestnut Ridge Middle
School. Jackson, whose daughter Evelyn is in gjk#tde at the school, has also
portrayed King at schools in Glassboro and Camden.

On Tuesday, King will be honored at Washington Township's Orchard Valleyeévidd|
School when humanities teacher Nancy Mazgajewski shares photos and a video from a
trip she took to the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis several months ago.

"I was moved to tears and | reflected back to the day in April 1968 when the news
reached s that Dr. King was dead. My husband and | saw this marvelous video inside the
museum which explained why Dr. King made that fateful trip to Memphis," Mazgajewski
said.



Washington Township Superintendent Cheryl Simone said the district places great
importance on community service and routinely incorporates opportunities for all
students to give back. "This emphasis goes aiind with countless character
education efforts," she said.

In keeping with the Quaker doctrine of peace, Moorestown Friends Stibeomthe day

up big. This is the 10th consecutive year that students, faculty and parents are performing
community service together all morning following a worship service in the Moorestown
Friends Meeting House coordinated by the Upper School Servicen(fte and pupils

in the Upper School's MLK Jr. Club.

Then, participants are dispersing to activity centers throughout the campus. A sampling
of the 10 activities includes creating birthday party bags for residents of the Devereux
Foundation group homestganizing health kits and making casseroles for the homeless
at Camden's New Visions; knitting and crocheting scarves for a women's shelter, and
making blankets for hospitalized children.

Moorestown Friends' Middle School Kids for Peace club memberslkang aslunteers
to cut pieces for simple wooden toys in the school's woodshop. The parts will be sanded
and bagged into kits for the Devereux homes, Samaritan Hospice and New Visions.

"Community service is taught through every level of instruction, bagynwith 3year
olds,"” Moorestown Friends spokesman Mike Schlotterbeck said. It is a graduation
requirement to complete 50 hours of community service, he said.

Reach Barbara S. Rothschild at (856)-2886 orbarothschild@camden.gannett.com
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LDS volunteers for Kin @
Day of Service

Seventysingles from local congregations of The Church of Jesus Christ of-datger

Saints (Mormons) were part of the the 15th annual Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther
King Day of Service over the weekend. The young adults, aga6,fathered from
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania and spent part of Saturday morning
at Philabundance, sorting and packaging food donations and stocking pantry shelves. In
the accompanying photo, Elder Robert B. Smith, an ecclesiastical irdde northeast

area of the United States, and Tim Pancoast, of the Newark singles congregation of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Lattday Saintsyvere part of the volunteer group.

Photographer: Mike Bement
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King's legacy endures
by using the day for
community service

Today isMartin Luther King J=. Day, a state and federal holiday throughout the
country. He actually was born on Jan. 15, which would havkaedais 81st birthday.

This is also the first year we observe MLK's birthday with a black president in office,
something that probably not even Dr. King thought he would see had he survived 81

years.

The first national celebration took place on Jan. 2861 afterCongres. declared the
holiday.

It recent years, peoplave come together to honor his legacy by observing the King Day
of Service during which Dr. King's teachings and life are remembered and practiced
throughout the country.

Dr. King had his detractors, of course, but had it not been for his determinesl ieffor

search of equality for all black peopk&esident Barack Obama would most likely
still be working his way up the political ladder.

According to MLKDay.gov., people from around the country of all ages and backgrounds
are expected to come together to help improve lives, bridge social barriers and move the
nation cleser to the "beloved community" that Dr. King envisioned and devoted his life to
accomplishing.

Dr. King's relevancy continues today.



KYW News Radio 1060
Philadelphia

Local Volunteers Take Part In
Annual MLK Day of Service

January 18, 2010

KYW Newsrat Team Coverage

People throughout the country were celebrating the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service on Monday.
Here in the Delawar Valley, thousands of volunteers were fanned out at various ¢vatdgheir part.

KYW's Karin Phillips reports that 3,000 volunteers were expected at Girard College on Monday for the
centerpiece of the Philadelphia region’s Martin Luther King Jr. dagwvice.

A health and wellness fair, community workshops, a civic engagement expo, weatherization kits, 175
community

KYW's Steve Tawa reportsthat a Fishtown recreation center got the emoer by "WhiteWilliams
scholars™ both current high schootuglents and alumni who wanted to be part of the MLK day of service.

Richard says the school got grants for books and a server and, in honor of Martin Luther King, IKEA sent
the furniture. Students such as Terrence Burnson came in on their day off anidplelppéogether, though
he didn't see



KYW's Brad Segall reports that Doctor King’s spirit was alive and well in Montgomery County where
students from throughout the area volunteered their time to help less fortunate students in the Philadelphia
area.

Nearly 200 volunteers, including dozens of students, turned out at Cradles to Crayons to help make
packages for underprivileged kids in the region. The organization partners with social service agencies to
get school supplies, toys and clothing into thedsaof kids who don't have them.

Kelly is an eighth grader at Perkiomen Valley Middle School:

“I like helping kids in need and | know that they need a lot of help. It's just kind of like from the goodness
of my heart so, you know, it's fun to help people.”

It's also a big day for Cradles to Crayons. The-poofit organization is packing up it's donated items,
getting ready for a move to a new homa 19,000 square foot warehouse in West Conshohocken that will
be ready in early March.

The young people ingtled atrisk, high

achieving, lowincome Philadelphians like

Egypt and Tom, who were circling a bench

outside the rec center, applying their design

technique, and paint to liven it up:

Egypt: "We were going to put a message.
This one reads 'the sky is thmit,' so we
were going to make a message that people
could read, and give them hope when they
read it."

Tom: "What were doing is painting the
bench, mostly red, but then there are blue
squares in random parts of the whole bench."

Tanequa Neale is a pnagn associate with
the WhiteWilliams scholars:

"Our theme is art for social change. Our students are excited about giving back. Civic engagement is an
important component of our program."

Several others at the rec center on East Montgomery Avenue bridke@green and agqua blue paint, to
bring out the fish motif on the walls of the Fishtown skating rink.

KYW's Pat Loeb reports one MLK Day project took place at Richard Allen Charter School in Southwest
Philadelphia.

Dozens of student and adult volumeput the finishing touches on a library that's been three years in the
making, according to Richard Allen Charter School's chief academic officer Jessica Richard:

"When we moved into this building, our school had not yet secured the funding to aceliloeatty
books, furniture and all the necessary materials."

it as a purely noble activity:

"It's just about having fun, it's not really nothing special because this is my school and this is my library and
this is what | do for my school, | work within nsghool."



Burnson also says he plans to take out plenty of books, now that the library is officially open.

KYW's Mike DeNardo reports that Jewish and Muslim students worked together in community service.

Students from the Ahgsa Islamic Academy

in North Fhiladelphia and th8aligman

school in Melrose Park assemble toiletries in
200 socalled "dignity kits" for the homeless.
They then helped to distribute them to the
homeless with activist Sacaree Rhodes at the
Municipal Services Building. Student Lily
Mohamed says it's rewarding to find

common ground:

"For Muslims and Jews to unite in one place
and work for someone, or try to help
someone, that's actually a great feeling."

And student Josh Perloff says it's gratifying
being able to see and interact witle fheople
you're helping:

"It's a bit different of a feeling. You get a
bigger sense of, 'Wow, | helped someone.’
Rather than just giving money or something
to an organization."

Students at South Philadelphia High School
are using this Martin Luther KinDay to help bridge the culture gap.

"You have to really allow yourself to be led by your partner."

In one workshop, students in parallel lines faced each other, and mirrored each other's movements. South
Philadelphia High School principal LaGreta Brownsséis only one way to help blacks, asians, and all
cultures find a common humanity on King Day:

"The significance of the activities are to continue the dream of Martin Luther King of Unity, of peace and
nonviolence."

After racial unrest at the school,parintendent Arlene Ackerman says the exercises are designed to
promote Doctor King's teaching:

"What we're doing here is acknowledging that, and the importance of healing and unity."

About 75 students attended the workshops.

(top photo byKYW's Karin Phillips, photo #2 byKYW's Steve Tawgphoto #3 byKYW's Mike Dunn)



King Day of Service in Full Swing

Monday, January 18th, 2010

By: Tom MacDonald
tmacdonald@whyy.org

Thousands are fanning out across the Philadelphia region today for the Martin Luther
King Day of Service.

Listen:

Participation locally is expected to reach a national record of about 70,000 people,
scattered across 1100 different service projects. @&>€atlege in North Philadelphia
hosted the signature event. Michelle Kaleb is one of the volunteers. She says Dr. King
would be proud of the day of service at the institution, which he pushed to integrate 45

years ago.

Kaleb: I'm here because it's a daysefrvice we're celebrating Martin Luther King day

and what better way than to show your support for your community and for Philadelphia.
Serving your community no matter how large or how small, it's something great. He
would have been proud of.

Volunteersat Girard did everything from putting teaching children to play chess to
sorting pajamas for the Salvation Army. Thegetalso include a civil engagement expo
and opportunities for people to sign up for ongoing service.



